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Regenerative Agriculture: What’s Behind the Fast-
Growing Animal & Plant Protein Market Opportunity 

Abstract: Projected to grow at a CAGR of 14.4% through 2030, the fast-growing 
Regenerative Agriculture market represents an opportunity in protein production 
that comes with the benefit of sustaining and regenerating the environment. This 
presentation will give an overview of the main principles and certification options 
that have emerged on the market. As an Advisor for A Greener World (AGW), the 
speaker will discuss the newly launched Certified Regenerative by AGW seal as well 
as case studies, from small to large farms, about how farmers are implementing 
regenerative agriculture. She will also discuss how it brings animal production back 
into a growing market opportunity with its inherent philosophy of high welfare 
protein production.



About me:
• Formulator for Foods & Beverages & Supplements- Focus on the Functional Side of 

the formulation. 
• Background in Ethnobotany & Soil Science, Clinical Herbalist
• Ethnopharm LLC- consulting business focused on Natural Product Formulation and 

Development, Sustainability Strategies in Production
• In natural products market for over 25 years, works in both private (brands such as 

De Soi and Elements) and public sector (Agencies such as United Nations, US-AID). 
• Independent Advisor to A Greener World (non-profit), newly released Certified 

Regenerative by AGW standard. 
• Also developer of Fair for Life Social & Fair Trade Programme, prior head of IMO-US 

office. 



What Will Be Covered: 

• Shift from Sustainability to Regenerative

• Fast Growing Market Stats

• What Is Regenerative Ag?

• Plant & Animal Based Opportunity

• Common Approaches/Seals on the Market

• Certified Regenerative Seal

• Case Studies



Sustainability Regeneration



The Problem

Global Warming
Land Degradation
Biodiversity Loss
Loss of Topsoil
Habitat Loss
Desertification
Pollution



Regenerative Agriculture:

A Solution?



The Fast-Rising Regenerative Market

Projected to grow at a CAGR of 14.4% through 2030

• In 2020, Whole Foods Market announced Regenerative Agriculture would be the No.1 Food 
Trend. 

• Nestle is investing US$1.24 Billion into ‘regen ag’ across its supply chain. 

• PepsiCo wants to spread its regenerative agricultural practices across 7 million acres

• General Mills reports 115,000 acres enrolled in regenerative program with target of 1 million 
acres by 2030. 

• Walmart committed to advancing the Regenerative Agriculture on 50 Million acres. 

→Compare this with the fact that there are only about  5 million acres dedicated to Organic 
Farming in the US (less than 1%)

• Forbes: “Regenerative agriculture is poised to move into the mainstream faster than many people 
expect…. It is a classic triple-win situation. Consumers can receive healthier foods, farmers can 
have a more secure and prosperous future and the planet will benefit because regenerative 
agriculture provides it a better chance to heal and restore itself.”

According to an Analysis from Just-Food.com , and Forbes Magazine

🌿

https://www.just-food.com/analysis/why-were-in-a-critical-period-in-the-development-of-regenerative-agriculture/


No One Agreed-Upon Definition but generally contains these kinds of 
ideas (A Major Retailer says they are “hanging their hats on 5 key soil 
health principles when talking about Regenerative Agriculture”):

Minimize Soil Disturbance

Living Roots

Keep Soil Covered

Animal Integration

Diversity & Biodiversity

Regenerative Principles & Definitions



Animal Integration

• Rise in “Plant Based” products and proteins

• 57% increase in plant-based sales in UK survey ‘Veganuary’, and 31% 
increase in sales over past two years (Food Navigator). 

• Rise in documentary sub-genre- movies on farming and food industry 
such as Game Changers (2018), Cowspiracy (2014), Food, Inc (2008), 
Fast Food Nation (2006), Super Size Me (2004)

• Rise in Vegan Diets, survey found mainly due to concern about the 
environment and animal welfare

→ Opportunity for Regenerative-produced Animal-based proteins



Regenerative Agriculture Seals

✓Land to Market-EOV (Savory Institute) [Verification]

✓Regenerative Organic Certification (ROC) [Certification]

✓Certified Regenerative by AGW (A Greener World) [Certification]



Land to Market – EOV™
(Savory Institute)

• Verification

• Uses ecological indicators to measure regeneration though outcome-
based approach.

• “Audits” are conducted by peers- Verifiers and Monitors and then 
Data analyzed by Regional Savory Hub Verifier and Global Quality 
Assurance Team. 

• Land to Market Regenerative Supply Roster



Regenerative Organic Certification 
(ROC)

• Certification

• Requires Organic Certification first as a foundation

• Standards on Soil Health & Land Management, Animal Welfare, 
Farmer & Worker Fairness

• Offers Equivalencies with Other Standards for Select Pillars (such as 
Biodynamic & Animal Welfare Approved)



Certified Regenerative by AGW

• Certification

• Requires Detailed Regenerative Farm Plan as basis

• Does Not Require Organic Certification first as a foundation

• Standards on Soil, Water, Air, Livestock, Land Use & Cropping, 
Biodiversity (including Wild Harvest), Buildings, Social Responsibility & 
Financial Sustainability



Soil Health – Why Important?

• Agricultural soils could sequester extra 1 billion tons Carbon/year, 3 X More than Forests and Plants

• Food Production - Healthy Soil has organisms that turn dead matter & minerals into plant nutrients

• Healthy soil absorbs and stores water (every 1% OM = 25,000 gal water/acre)

• Healthy soil with active biota acts more effectively to filter rainwater

• Soils themselves are host to a full 25% of our planet’s biodiversity!

• Soil is one of the most complex ecosystems on earth- A Healthy Soil is a Living Soil

• Important to manage not just for organic matter content, but as a living system. 



Biodiversity

• Important Ecosystem Indicator

• Used to be thought that biodiversity loss had little impact on 
ecosystem functioning 

• We now know that when several species are growing together, they 
end up having a wider set of mechanisms which they can use to gain 
resources needed for life 



Biodiversity & Ecosystem Services

• Food!

• Clean Air

• Clean Water

• Clothing 

• Shelter

Provision of food, fuel and fiber
Provision of shelter and building materials
Purification of air and water
Detoxification and decomposition of wastes
Stabilization and moderation of the Earth's climate
Moderation of floods, droughts, temperature 
extremes and the forces of wind
Generation and renewal of soil fertility, including 
nutrient cycling
Pollination of plants, including many crops
Control of pests and diseases
Cultural and aesthetic benefits
Ability to adapt to change

🌲



Certified Regenerative by A Greener World

Regenerative Agriculture: A set of planned agricultural 
practices that ensure the holding is not depleted by 
agriculture practices, and over time the soil, water, air 
and biodiversity are improved or maintained to the 
greatest extent possible. 

As defined in the standards for Certified Regenerative 
by A Greener World



AGW Mission: 

• Identify and promote agricultural systems with a positive impact

• Support independent farmers

• Educate consumers

• Establish and promote farm certification programs that reward 
positive farm management changes

→The Only Animal Welfare certifier in North America backed by the 
ISO/IEC 17065 International Accreditation. 



Key Features:

• Highly respected, credible, recognized 3rd party certification system 

that truly measures change

• Audits the farm’s own regenerative plan (site-specific)

• Whole farm approach

• More accessible than other regenerative labels

• A technological tool in itself –
• Gives the farmer a way to assess if their regenerative practices are working
• Generates data!

Certified Regenerative by A Greener World



The Regenerative Plan is an individual roadmap for 
regenerating a holding

• A minimum of 5 years, but should extend for 10+ 
years or longer, reviewed annually. Based on a whole-
farm assessment of risks and opportunities.

• Written by the Steward and their Qualified Expert(s) 

Two Parts: 
• Part I: The Regenerative Assessment–analysis of 

risks from farming activities and operations, 
historical, current and future.

• Part II: The Regenerative Management Plan–
methods, timelines and measurable results of 
the practices used to address the identified risks. 

Every holding must monitor at least two indicators of 
Soil Health and Biodiversity.

Certified Regenerative -
The Regenerative Plan



The Regenerative plan must be developed in 
conjunction with a Qualified Expert familiar with 
farming practices in the region. Those eligible:

• A Qualified Expert must also understand: Local/regional conditions, 
soils & geology, watercourses, agricultural inputs and their 
interaction with soil biology, biodiversity, grazing systems, social 
justice, map reading, how to carry out lifecycle assessments, how to 
do risk analysis

• The farmer, the landholder (if approved by AGW) or a qualified 
employee.

• A keeper of Traditional Ecological Knowledge (TEK) pertaining to local 
agriculture. 

Moreover, every plan is reviewed by a panel of experts before audit and 
certification. 

Certified Regenerative -
Leveraging Qualified Expertise



Requirements for Handlers

• Validated in through AGW’s certification for Further Processors and Distributors: 
https://agreenerworld.org/certifications/processor-distributor/

• Certified Regenerative Standards are freely available on AGW Website, along with 
many other resources: https://agreenerworld.org/certifications/certified-
regenerative/

• Use of Logo Fee, due annually – see Fee Schedule: 
https://agreenerworld.org/certifications/processor-distributor/

• Permits “Made With” claims on multi-compositional products, see AGW policies 
for guidance on logo use: https://agreenerworld.org/policy-manual/

https://agreenerworld.org/certifications/processor-distributor/
https://agreenerworld.org/certifications/certified-regenerative/
https://agreenerworld.org/certifications/processor-distributor/
https://agreenerworld.org/policy-manual/


How To Find 
Certified Regenerative 
Suppliers-

A Greener World’s website maintains a 
directory of participating certified 
suppliers, searchable by different 
keywords.

Visit:

https://agreenerworld.org/directory/

Or You Can Reach Out to AGW for 
Supplier Connections.

https://agreenerworld.org/directory/


Farms Big and Small
• Regenerative is a movement for farms of wide-ranging scopes and sizes

• Farmer-Led Movement drawing from centuries of traditional practices

• Long before certifications were available for Regenerative Agriculture, Farmers were 
already turning to Regenerative Ag, for these reasons:
• Good for the Environment

• Fewer Inputs, Less expensive, Fewer Dangerous Chemicals to Worry About

• Less Work Sometimes Once Initial Transition

• Often More Profitable

• Reclaiming Farmlands

• Regenerative Agriculture Can Feed the World
• Misconception that we need Industrial Ag to feed the World

• Already, 70% of the Global Population is fed by Smallholder farms

• Several Large-Scale Studies show that Industrial And GMO Grain Production only 
Further Contributes to Food Insecurity!



Case Study – Challacombe Farm

• 185-hectare Duchy of Cornwall farm on Dartmoor in southwest England

• 40 Welsh Black/North Devon cattle and just under 200 Shetland/Icelandic sheep

• Unimproved grassland and moorland, majority designated as Site of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) or 
County Wildlife Site for Wildlife

• Significant areas listed as as Scheduled Ancient Monument for its extensive archaeology (and farming) 
stretching back 3,500 years

• Livestock maintain diverse habitats and ensure archaeology is not obscured by scrub (mainly gorse)

• Stewards found that “the external, independent assessment really helped us to think about and define 
our plans to farm in harmony with nature, and to properly measure and monitor our goals over time”

• One goal of certification is to demonstrate to other farmers how this can be a financially sustainable 
model



Thank you!

Ethnopharm.com
Kerry@Ethnopharm.com
415-246-1796

For Inquiries on Certified Regenerative by AGW, 
contact A Greener World: 

1-800-373-8806
regenerative@agreenerworld.org

mailto:Kerry@Ethnopharm.com
mailto:regenerative@agreenerworld.org

